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Dear Senstor Leaby:

o behalf of the pation's state Jegislators, § erge you o oppose 5. 353, the ""Class Action
Talrness Act.” Tundsrstand that this legidation will be eogsidered for marckap by the
Senate Judicinry Coyomittes oh Thorsday, June 22, This legislation would transfer a large
aumber of claes action lawsuity from, state to federal courts, Most class acrion cas=s oould be
rransferred from stats to fodoral court even when the claims ayserted are entirely bascd on state
law. This legislation is yet another feebla and blatant artenpt to uhnecessarily fedemlize areas of
criminal apd civil justice that da not beg for folemal resalutien.

5. 353 would addresx perceived abuses in clags acron litigation by removing the vesr majority of
non-secubities £lass action lawsufts to federal comt. Anecdo] svidence of aluse mighe
highlight a ne=d for reform in a particular jurisdictivn, refarm that cen and has beep nddressed
oUtside the naton's capitol. Such anecdoces, however, are grossly ingnfficient ceasons for n
wholesale foderal tikeove of class action litigerton Lawsiils based on qoestions of stal= law
should be decided in state courts by the judges who are best gualified 1o interpret and apply the
izwy of thor state.

In addition, (his leginlation would proempt state miles for dlass cesification, even io cases thal gre
comeldered by state couns. This legislagon would cicnmvent state legislatve autherity o
mstablish laws and miles of civil procediire and would preetpe cogrent sate law in several states,

T urge you to reject chis atfront to judicial federalism. If you have any questions, please contact
Michacl Bird (202-524-8686) or Alysoun McLaughlin (202-624-8691) tn NCSL's Waslangron,
D.C. oifize.

Sincermly,

Ko Heoen)

Represontarive Kip Holdsn
Loulsiapa House of Representatives
Chair, NOS1. AFT Law and Justice Commattes
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